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Order of Service
Day of Pentecost
May 31, 2020

Call to worship (Psalm 104:31-35b)

May the glory of the LORD endure forever; may the 
LORD rejoice in God’s works —

who looks on the earth and it trembles, who touches the 
mountains and they smoke.

I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praise 
to my God while I have being.

May my meditation be pleasing to God, for I rejoice in 
the LORD.

Bless the LORD, O my soul. Praise the LORD!

Call to confession

Do not hide your face from us, Lord God. Turn to us as we turn to you in 
repentance. Hear our confession, forgive our sin, grant us the new life you 
promise in Christ Jesus, your Son.

Prayer of confession

God of wind and flame, you pour out your Spirit on all your children, 
empowering the least and the lofty to tell of your mighty deeds. We hear 
the sound and feel the heat, but instead of recognizing your presence 
among us, we sneer and refuse to believe you speak through people we 
would not choose to proclaim your message. Forgive us for attempting 
to limit your Spirit. Silence our cynicism and possess us with your word 
of grace. Make us your witnesses, those who break down dividing walls 
between people and relish the new community made possible through the 
life and love of Jesus Christ. Come, Holy Spirit. (Silent prayer) Amen.
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Assurance of pardon (Psalm 103:8-12)

The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in 
love. God will not always accuse, nor will the Lord harbor anger forever; 
God does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our 
iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is God’s 
love for those who fear the Lord; as far as the east is from the west, so far 
has God removed our transgressions from us.

Friends, believe the Good News, through Jesus Christ we are forgiven!

Prayer for illumination

Come, Holy Spirit, open the eyes of our hearts. Make our bones burn with 
your word. Put your message of God’s mighty deeds in our mouths and 
make them evident in all we say and do. Amen.

Scripture readings

Sermon

Affirmation of faith (from A Brief Statement of Faith)

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of 
life. The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept 
ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all 
believers in the one body of Christ, the Church.

The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and 
life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, 
claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the 
cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church.

In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without 
ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to 
unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples 
long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in 
our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s 
new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”

Call for the offering

God sends the Holy Spirit, gifting us with the ability to serve in a myriad 
of ways. We are given the gift of faith that enables us to live in hope, love 
radically and share generously. Let us worship God with our offering.
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Prayer of dedication

Gracious God, your Spirit rests upon us and drives us out to proclaim the 
gospel. You entrust us with your message of salvation. You grant us your 
vision and make your dreams our own. You enlist us as ambassadors for 
no less than Christ. We are humbled and awed by your choice of us. Take 
these gifts as signs of our trust and symbols of our gratitude. Bless them 
and use them to tell your mighty deeds throughout the world. In Christ’s 
name we pray. Amen.

Prayers of the people and the Lord’s Prayer

Lord of all, we are unable to gather in one place. We grieve our inability to 
sit beside one another, sing together and pass the peace in person. Even 
as we lament what is lost when we cannot be in the same physical space, 
we rejoice that nothing separates us from the love of Jesus Christ and 
there is no barrier that can prevent the Holy Spirit’s coming to us. United 
in Christ, bound by the Spirit, our community is real and strong, no matter 
where we are.

Confident in your promise to never leave us alone, to hear us when we 
knock and give to us when we ask, we are bold to pray for those on our 
hearts and minds. Send the Spirit’s winds of your comfort to surround 
those who mourn. Stay close to those unable to be near to those they love. 
Grant rest to the weary and give hope to those on the brink of despair. 
Kindle the Spirit’s flame of reconciliation between those long estranged 
and peoples who call each other enemies. Bring healing to the sick and 
relief to those who suffer. Unleash the Spirit’s power to bring justice to 
the oppressed. Possess us with your Spirit so that we cannot abide the 
exploitation of the weak or the neglect of the vulnerable. Let your Spirit 
loose in your church so that we can be bearers of your love in the world.

On this day of Pentecost when multiple languages resound through the 
universe and all kinds of people proclaim your mighty deeds, open the 
eyes of our hearts to take in all the glorious sounds, relish the beautiful 
sights, and rejoice in the precious diversity of creation. Your works and 
your words are too wonderful for us and yet you enlist us to participate 
in your divine endeavor of salvation. We are astounded, perplexed and 
bewildered, but eager through the gift of the Spirit to serve you with 
energy, intelligence, imagination and love.

continued on the next page
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Come, Holy Spirit, engulf this frightening season with the live-giving, 
mercy-granting, joy-completing, justice-rolling deeds of our God. Open 
our mouths so that our lips may proclaim God’s praise. Direct our actions 
so the world will know we are Christ’s followers by our love. Make us one 
so we can be ambassadors of reconciliation. Show us your vision and 
empower us to make your divine dreams our earthly reality. We make our 
prayer in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior, who taught us to say when 
we pray, Our Father …

Charge and benediction (from the Book of Common Worship)

Go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

The Lord bless and keep you. The Lord be kind and gracious to you. The 
Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
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